
 

 

AVON CLOSED CHAMPIONSHIPS  
 
    Report by John Ruderham 

 
In the 2007/2008 Avon Closed Championships held at the Filton WISE Academy on 

Sunday 13 April 2008, there were some new names that were to be destined to walk 

away with the trophies up for competition, as not one title was retained from the 

previous season, either by an individual or the same doubles pairing in any event. 

 

Starting with the individual Menôs Singles event, there were sixteen players who were 

invited to do battle this year, and these were initially drawn into four groups of four, 

with the top two in each group proceeding to the knock-out phase.  The first group 

witnessed the 2006/2007 Bristol Closed Champion, Paul Hooper, win all of his three 

matches without the loss of a single game, although three were decided on deuce.  It 

was also good to see the return to table tennis of Andrew Banks, but even though he 

has only managed to make just two Bristol league team matches this season, he 

nevertheless finished as runner-up in this group on the day.  His younger brother, 

Alex, however, did not fare so well in Group 2, which saw last yearôs Menôs Singles 

Champion, Dave Reeves, head the quartet from Rick Jemmott in second place.  Top 

spot in Group 3 was secured by last yearôs runner-up, Clive Ellison, with the ever-

improving young Lloyd Gregory  finishing second.  The last group was the first to be 

completed, with the ñnew kid on the blockò, Martin Gunn , just pipping Gary 

Baldwin to first place. 

 

Three of the four quarter finals were decided in three sets, which included wins for 

Paul Hooper, Dave Reeves and Martin Gunn over Rick Jemmott, Andrew Banks, 

and Lloyd Gregory respectively.  The last quarter final, however, was an absorbing 

spectacle, with Clive Ellison winning the first and third games, and Gary Baldwin 

taking the second and fourth. The deciding fifth could have gone either way as it 

headed into deuce, but eventually Clive nicked it 13-11.  Both semi-finals, though, 

were settled in four. With only one game separated by more than two points, there 

were wins for Clive Ellison over Dave Reeves, which was a reversal of last yearôs 

final (11-9, 11-9, 10-12, 11-9), and Martin Gunn  against Paul Hooper (11-9, 9-11, 

11-8, 11-9).  The final, however, was to go all the way, and eventually to be decided 

in the fifth set.   

 

The first two sets were shared, before Clive 

took the third set by the highest score-line in 

any game played in these Championships on 

the day (17-15).  As Clive then raced into an 

8-3 lead in the fourth set, and then 9-4, it 

looked all over, but then Martin elected to 

forego his slightly inconsistent forehand 

loop at this stage, and decided to go on an 

all-out backhand attack, and incredibly took 

the next seven points in a row!  The fifth set 

was simply awesome, with the speed and  



placement of both playersô shots being quite rightly applauded by the enthralled 

audience, but Martin, wearing the brightest orange T-shirt in the hall, eventually 

triumphed to take the title at his first attempt (6-11, 11-9, 15-17, 11-9, 11-9), thus 

leaving Clive well and truly tangoed!  Martin is seen above receiving his trophy from 

the Avon County President, June Watts. 

 

The Ladies Singlesô event in these Championships was last played in 1993/1994, but 

it was decided to resurrect it for this yearôs competition.  Unfortunately, only five 

players were able to make it on the day in the end, and therefore the outcome was 

determined on a round-robin basis.  Two junior players, Jess Coggins and Hayley 

Ruderham were invited to join Rebecca Gregory, Michelle Leonard and Sally 

Jones in the competition, and the standard of play throughout by all competitors was 

of the highest order in terms of commitment, determination and skill.  One of just two 

five-setters, however, between Jess and Michelle, could have gone either way, but 

Michelle just nudged it (11-6, 11-8, 12-14, 10-12, 12-10).  It was that result which 

was to see Michelle Leonard playing the last scheduled match in the group against 

Sally Jones that would resolve the final top two positions.  With only one of her 

matches going to a fourth game, Sally was 

obviously the fresher of the two players, and 

this no doubt played its part, along with the 

fact that Sally plays three divisions higher 

than Michelle in Division Two of the Bristol 

league.  Although she lost a very tight tussle 

in the first set, Sally seemed to find it easier 

as the games progressed, and finally took the 

title for her first time by 10-12, 11-9, 11-5, 

11-7.  Sally is seen here (far right), with 

runner-up, Michelle. 

 

In the Junior Boysô event there were just eight entrants divided into two-round robin 

groups.  The first group was comfortably headed by Lloyd Gregory  without the loss 

of a single game, and the runner-up was Patrick MacFarlane.  The second group, 

however, was a much tighter affair, although Joe Ratajczak dropped only one game 

to take top spot.  The drama was on, though, to see who would join him in the next 

phase, and whoever won the match between Michael Qian and Andrew Smith would 

determine the last semi-finalist.  Michael took the first two games, but it seemed quite 

clear to some spectators that the two protagonists had elected to do some ñshow-

boatingò, and Andrew was allowed to take the next two games.  In the end though, 

somebody had to go through, and it was Andrew who eventually won the fifth (11-9).  

The first semi-final saw Lloyd Gregory  take Andrew Smith apart (11-9, 11-6, 11-8), 

but it was the other semi-final which went to the wire, with Joe Ratajczak just 

overcoming Patrick MacFarlane (9-11, 11-7, 11-7, 6-11, 11-7).  The Junior Boysô 

final, which was the very last match to be played on the day, saw Joe secure the first 

game (11-6), and actually hold game point in the next.  However, it was Lloyd who 

gradually worked his way into the style that was required to take that set at 12-10, and 

then romp away with the third (11-3).  With both players taking on board advice 

going into the fourth, Joe seemed to be back in the groove for a while, but was Lloyd 

who eased ahead to take the set (11-6) and with it the title for the second time in the 

last three years.   

 



 

As regards the Boysô Doubles 

competition, many of the boys put their 

names forward with ñpartner requiredò.  

The organisers therefore delayed their 

decisions until the day of the 

competition, and thus the event 

commenced with the following pairings: 

Lloyd Gregory/Joe Ratajczak, 

Michael Qian/Patrick MacFarlane, 

Ryan Jemmott/Andrew Smith, Matt 

Fligelstone/Michael Elliott and Chris Arthur/Kiron Young .  With this line-up it 

was almost inevitable that the first two pairings named above would meet in the final, 

and so it was.  The first game was a blur, as Lloyd and Joe demolished Michael and 

Patrick 11-1, but the second saw a change of fortune for Michael and Patrick, and they 

just nicked it 13-11.  Their surge continued in the third, as they virtually reversed the 

first game score-line, and won it 11-3, but this just seemed to antagonise Lloyd and 

Joe who worked out their strategy and evened the match up with an 11-7 win in the 

fourth, before cantering to the finishing line with an 11-9 match win in the fifth.  

Lloyd Gregory  and Joe Ratajczak are pictured above (left and right respectively). 

 

Unlike the boysô event, the Junior Girlsô Singles title would be contested on a round-

robin basis between the five competitors, Edwina Kinlocke, Alice Gregory, Melissa 

Ruderham, Jess Coggins and Hayley Ruderham.  Although there were nonetheless 

some good rallies played during the all of the matches contested, with Alice being 

involved in two really close five-setters, it was the match between the two main 

contenders, Jess Coggins and Hayley Ruderham, that would inevitably decide who 

would take the crown.  It was always going to be a close call, and when a pulsating 

first set hit the score at 10-10, it could have gone either way.  When it reached 13-13, 

this actually equalled the total number of points Jess had accumulated in her straight 

sets defeat to Hayley in last yearôs final.  However, it was Hayley who kept her nerve 

and reached 15 first to claim the first set, and should have taken the next when the 

score showed 10-8 in her favour, but it somehow crept up to 10-10, and it was Jess 

this time who edged the next two points to level the match.  However, her success was 

short-lived, as the next game went Hayleyôs way (11-8).  The fourth game was 

slugged out to a dramatic conclusion with an 11-7 win for Jess, and so the title would 

be decided in the fifth set, as it was two years ago.  This time, however, it was to be in 

Jessô favour, as Hayley was now feeling the 

effects of attending her regular doublesô 

partnerôs 18
th
 birthday celebrations the night 

before, and try as she may, it was Jess, with a 

look of surprise on her face, who clinched the 

fifth and final set at 11-8, and thus achieved 

only her second ever win over Hayley in all 

junior competitions to date.  Although Jess had 

finished runner-up in the last three yearsô 

finals, this was her first win in this event, and 

her improving game is looking good to hold on 

to the crown for some time yet.   

 




